
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Unit Title: Research IV 
 
Unit Designers: Gervais, Kissell, Mitchell, White, McKee 
 
Level(s): Grade 12 

 
Time Span: 6 weeks 

 
Content Area: 

Career Prep                Health/PE            M&C Languages   Social Studies                  
English Language Arts            Mathematics           Science & Tech   Visual & Perf. Arts 

 
 
Summary of Unit:   
This unit is designed to reinforce and extend the research knowledge and skills that students learned in the 
previous three years of high school. Students will be expected to apply the knowledge and skills they have 
acquired by writing a research paper. 
 
Content Standards/Performance Indicators: 
A. Reading 
A.3. Informational Texts:  Students evaluate the validity, truthfulness, and usefulness of ideas presented 
in informational texts, within a grade appropriate span of text complexity, noting how the text features 
and text structures affect the information presented. 
 
B. Writing 
B.3. Argument/Analysis:  Students write academic essays that structure ideas and arguments in a 
sustained and logical fashion. 
 
C. Research   
C.1. Research:  Students develop research questions and modify them as necessary to elicit, present, and 

critique evidence from a variety of primary and secondary sources following the conventions of 
documentation. 

 
D. Language 
D.2. Mechanics:  Students demonstrate the use of the structures and conventions of Standard American 
English in their communication.  
 
Key Pre-Requisites: 
 Knowledge: 

 A thesis statement drives the direction of an essay 
 Know that research is a process 
 Know that research supports a stated argument 
 Know that credit must be attributed to the source from which the research    
  originated 
 Understand why it is important to use transitions in writing 
 Understand what analysis means 
 Understand what synthesis means 
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 Skills: 
 Basic reading and comprehension skills 
 Select and refine a topic 
 Develop a research question 
 Use a note-taking system 
 Find reliable sources 
 Evaluate the quality of sources 
 Create a MLA formatted works cited page 
 Formulate a thesis 
 Develop an outline 
 Analyze and synthesize information to support an argument 
 Use transitions to move between their ideas 
 Use in-text citations to credit their sources 
 Write a properly formatted MLA essay 
 Paraphrase and directly quote information from sources 

 
Enduring Understandings: 
Research is a method of gathering, arranging, and synthesizing material on a particular subject to 
support a stated thesis 
Sources must be reliable and appropriate 
Credit must be attributed to the source from which the research originated 

 
Essential Questions that Guide and Focus This Unit: 
Why do people conduct research? 
What is a reliable source? 
How do you give credit to a source? 
How do you appropriately analyze and synthesize findings from research in written MLA 
format? 
 
Key Knowledge and Skills students will acquire as a result of this unit: 
 Knowledge: 

 Understand that the depth of the analysis and the facility of the synthesis    
  contribute to the effectiveness of the argument 

 
 Skills: 

Able to employ more sophisticated techniques to synthesize information 
 
How will students provide evidence of their understandings?  
Students will write a eight to ten page essay in MLA format that uses research to support a stated 
argument. 

 
Teaching and Learning experiences used to help students understand:  
Introducing the unit: Why people do research in the real world 
Selecting topic—review and activity 
Forming a research question—review and activity using exemplars 
Note-taking—review emphasizing the use of paraphrasing and direct quotes 
Finding sources/using databases—library review 
Evaluating quality of sources—review (A3) 
Creating a works cited page—Noodletools review 
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Forming a thesis—direct instruction with use of exemplars 
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Synthesizing information—direct instruction 
Writing an outline—review with use of exemplars 
Writing an argument paper—direct instruction with use of exemplars 
Using in-text citations—review 
 
Provisions for Extending Learning: 
Present to an audience outside of the school community 
Incorporate information from the community (interviews, historical documents, statistics) into 
the research 
 
How will technology be used to increase student achievement?  
Online databases 
Internet 
Noodletools 
Word-processing 
Use of technology in presentations 
 
Instructional Resources: 
Exemplars 
Writer’s Reference 
Teacher generated materials 
Library resources/databases 
 
 
 

 
Attach a copy of the unit assessment tool, including criteria for evaluation of student 

performance/product. 
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